858 Worthington Ridge 
1789 


Captain Nathaniel Cornwall (1753-1838) ,a tailor & 
Anna Plum (1754-1843). Next owner: Rev. Joseph 
Whittlesey, pastor 1838-1841. After resigning as pastor 
he conducted a school in his home. 

Worthington Historic District 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide #013 ——————— 
1789 Captain Nathaniel Cornwall 
current owner: S. Chase Coale 
Worthington Ridge Road beyond church, faces 
east 
Wood building, peak roof, central brick chimney, 
two stories and a half, 9 window front, cut stone 
foundation, roof projects about one foot, | 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


1789 Capt. Nathaniel Cornwall current owner: S. Chase Coale Worthington Ridge 
1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 198 


1790 = Captain Nathaniel Cornwell current owner: Sheffield Clarke & Elizabeth Coale 


Captain Nathaniel Cornwell, a tailor, was an early occupant of this 
house. He carried on his business in a shop attached to the south side 
of the house (no longer extant). The house was later purchased by 
Reverend Joseph Whittlesey, pastor of the Second Congregational Church 
from 1838 to 1841. After resigning his position as minister, Whit- 
tlesey conducted a school in this building. The building is histori- 
cally significant for its association with Whittlesey, a prominent local 
figure, and for the way in which its use reflects the 19th century's 
less formal patterns of work and schooling. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


Sketch 


1789 current owner: Michael Mathews 


He was an early occupant of a house which still stands at 858-860 Worthington 
Ridge. The shop which was attached to the house where he had a tailoring 
business no longer exists. He was a tailor during 1817. The house was later sold 
to the Rev. Joseph Whittlesey, pastor of what is now the Berlin Congregational 
Church from 1838-1841. After resigning as pastor he conducted a school in his home. Records refer to 
him as "Captain". Cornwell and his wife, Anna, joined the Berlin Congregational Church between 178- 
and 1795. Died at age 85. Atlas. 1855 ; 1868 North. History of Berlin: p. 186, 207 Nathaniel Cornwell 
(1753-1838) son of Daniel Cornwell & Ann, Nathaniel was a tailor. In 1777 he married Anna Plum 
(1754-1843). They had children: Nancy, Elizabeth, Nathaniel. They are buried in Maple Cemetery. 
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Captain Nathaniel Cornwell House 


~ TOWN CITY VILLAGE COUNTY 
3 | pertin Hartford 
= REET AND NUMBER (and/or location) 
< rn . 
Y | 858-60 Worthington Ridge ; 16-1/102/45 
= | * OWNER) “Elizabeth Coale LU & 555 Wo gto age 
z| Clarke, Sheffield C. ; Garvey, Gale C. Berlin 06037 L[Ipubiic Cl private 
a » USE (Present) (tistorie) 
“| Residence Residence 
CS CCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VBIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD (INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE YES, EXPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: S: Yes Tne fe} Yes [X]no 
~ STYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
Vernacular c. 1790 
6. M RIALIST (Indicate use or location when appropriate) 
th 
DC) clepboord Asbestos Siding [X) Brick Ow 
chimney 
i Wood Shingle ica} Aspholt Siding Fieldstone 
0 Boord & Batten 0 Stucco O Cobblestone 
c Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Type: Type: — 
S.STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
| Wood frame (x) Post and beam Bi balloon 
ia} Lood bearing masonry 0 Structural iron or steel 
is Other (Specify) 
10. ROOF (Type) 
(3 Gable 0 Flot O Mansord 0 Monitor 0 sawtooth 
Other 
z fe] Gombrel O Shed O Hip i Round (Specify) 
°o 
E (Material) 
= Roll 
0 O Wood Shingle Aspholt 0 Tin f] Slote OD Goble end to the street 
w . Other 
Ol (A aephalvatingie:  e) Buttios . Csite (Specify) [Xx] Ridge parallel to the street 
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11, NUMBER OF STORIES 
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ONDITION (Strutural) 


fa Excellent {x} Good 
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On original 
Moved 


site 
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(X) Born ‘io Shed [3 Garage 
‘s pe ia) Shop Lj Garden 


15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 
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O Deteriorated 
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TURES 
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() reir 


OR LANOSCAPE F 


DO Open lond moe kx) Residential 
Indus- 
D Commercial iat (3 Rural 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDING 


th xtertnr) 


4 
O Excellent 


1F YES, EXPLAIN 
Victorian alterations 


OD Good iB: Foir [)iSeseriovared 


a Other landscape features or buildings (Specify) 


se Scattered buildings visible from site 


i: High building density 


Just north of Berlin Congregational Church in Worthington Ridge Local 


Historic District. 
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OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Captain Nathaniel Cornwell House has a five-bay facade with a cen- 
tral entry. Much of the original detail is obscured by modern siding. 
Window frames are modern, and fitted with l-over-l sash. The entry is 
sheltered by a flat-roofed Victorian porch on square chamfered posts; 
engaged posts flank the door. The posts rest on bases with pointed- 
arched panels; paired post brackets feature scroll-cut designs and - 
small turned pendants. On the right elevation is a side entry pro- 
tected by a similarly designed glassed-in porch; the left elevation 
has a small flat-roofed bay in front of a cross-gabled side extension. 
To the rear is a one-story cross-gabled extension. A barn on the pro- 
perty has a hip-roofed cupola with round-arched louvers. 


BUILDER 


HISTOR! LOR ARCHITECTURAL IMPOR NCE 


Captain Nathaniel Cornwell, a tailor, was an early occupant of this 
house. He carried on his business in a shop attached to the south side 
of the house (no longer extant). The house was later purchased by 
Reverend Joseph Whittlesey, pastor of the Second Congregational Church 
from 1838 to 1841. After resigning his position as minister, Whit- 
tlesey conducted a school in this building. The building is histori- 
cally significant for its association with Whittlesey, a prominent local 
figure, and for the way in which its use reflects the 19th century's 
less formal patterns of work and schooling. 


The Cornwell House's 18th-century appearance has been obscured by 
modern siding, but the overall massing is still that of a central 
chimney house. Victorian additions, most notably the porch and (continuec 


1855 Atlas 
1869 Atlas 
North, p. 186 


Captain Nathaniel Cornwell House 


19. 


(continued) : 


doors, are still visible and add to the architectural value of the 
house. The Victorian barn is also architecturally significant. 


